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2014 CLARET 
 
Appellation:  Napa Valley Estate 
 

Blend:   76% Cabernet Sauvignon 
   18% Merlot 
   3% Cabernet Franc 
   3% Petit Verdot 
 
Production:   761 cases 
 

Barrel Aging:  23 months in French Oak.   
32% new (Taransaud, Sylvain, 
Darnajou, Bossuet)  

 

Bottled:  July 2016 
 

Released: August 2017 
 

Chemistry:  Alcohol: 14.3% 
 pH: 3.72 
 Total Acidity: 5.8  
 Residual Sugar: 0 
 

Vineyard:  Estate grown, produced, and bottled one mile off Silverado Trail, east of 
Yountville on the south end of the Stag’s Leap Range.  East and west facing 
hilltops with white volcanic ash soils in a microclimate a few degrees cooler than 
the valley floor. The lower slopes make our Claret. 

 
 
WINEMAKER’S NOTES 
 
The 2014 vintage of Claret is a dense but violet hue, leading with black cherry, blueberry, and 
raspberry on the nose. I find notes of black tea, dried orange rind, and graphite balance the fruit on 
the nose, and evolve into blackberry and bramble. The mouthfeel is lush and velvet, with fine yet firm 
tannins. There is an element of slate along with cardamom and anise that leads to intriguing elements 
as the wine opens and evolves in the glass. The finish is a smooth cocoa that I find rather elegant 
with a long and lingering finish. Drink now or in the next 5-8 years.  

	


